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Insurance Fraud Hurts Everyone

There is no such thing as a little fraud

There are big lies and little les, but nsurance
fraud can be anything from claiming two or threa
extra CO's being sioden from your cir, 1o cisming
large sums of tools sioken from your garaga, to
falsihying an injury in order (0 collect weakly
indemnity benefits.

Each year, insurance fraud costs Canadians
L3 billion. That means 10 1o 15 cents of every dollar
you pay as premium & used 1o cover fraudulant
insurance claims. Insuranca fraud really does

cosl evenyona.

Common types of fraud or attempted fraud includs:

# Lying about the way a loss occurmsd.

+ Ardding items or inflating the value ilems in a claim.

» Filing fraudulent automobile acciden! or damage claims
il.e. including previously existing damage when submitting
a claim).

* Withholding informaltion about past accidenis, traffic
convictions, claims, policy cancefiations or non-renewals,

» Racaiving paymants for treatmients not recehed.

i you are caught committing or attempting

to commit insurance fraud:

® Yowr clalm will be dended.

= Your insurance policy may be cancelied outright.

= You may pay higher premmiuma in the future.

® You may be densed insurance in the fuluns,

# Mors importanthy, the offense is punshalble
on cormaction, by a maximum of 10 years
imprisonment for cases imaolving an
amount over 85 000 or otharwise a
maximum of 2 yaars Emprigonmiant,

Insurance fraud costs all of us in e form
of higher premiums, H someona you know s
committing insurance fraud on a kome, car
o business podicy, you can repor it to
CrimeStoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS, I your tip
helps the police or your IRSUrAMHGCE COMPANTY
catch an msurancs fraud, you may be aligeble
for a cash rward = your call will nesmamn
complalely Andnymous




ot when they are crossing the street.
Ointario recently

heir vehicle is aware of this legislation.

Attention Young Drivers:

paticd legislation char allows police
charge the OWNER of any vehicle that illegally
ses o stoppoed school bus. This means it is the
ner's responsibilicy o make sure everyone using

Muotorists are required by law to stop for o school bus
ith its upper reds lights flashing. This applics to city

School Bus Safety Legislation

- Ower 800,000 young people are transported safely in
buses every day, Unforrunarely, accadens still happen.

ost occur as students are boarding or leaving the bus

streets, highways or county roads regardless of speed limir
or number of lanes. Motorists traveling in boch directions
must stop, The only exceprion is on highways separared
by a median. In this sitwation, rraffic coming from the
opposite direcrion is not required to stop.

Motorists must not stare moving until the red
lights have stopped flashing and the bus begins (o move.
Penalties for not stopping for a school bus can be as high
as 32000 and six demerit poines for the fine offense.

With your help, we can all help keep our roads and
our children safe.

New rules limit the number of passengers you can carry

Ontario’s Graduated Licensing Systam has been a huge
SUCOBES N reducing death and mjury amang novice drivers.
Hesearch shows that leenage divers ara almost three times
mora likdy {0 be imvoldved in a falal or sefdous collision when
they ane carmying tsenage passengers. in fact, the mora
leanage passengars, tha highar tha risk.

License Rule changes

To keep Ontano’s roads safer, new restrictions wera
imtroduced on September 1, 2005 that [imit the number
of young passengers a teen-aged G2 driver can camy
from midnight to 5 a.m.

Graduated Licensing at-a-glance

route instead.

= Musi pass G1 road test
* Haold for & minimem of 12 months

* For the first & months, G2 drivers 19 or under can carry only
one passenger aged 19 or under,
& After B months, a G2 driver can carry up to three passengers
Bged 19 or undaer.
Thesa restrictions do not apply if:
* The G2 driver is accompanied by a full “G" licensed driver
{(with al least 4 years driving axperiencea) in the front seat,
* The passengers are immeadiate family members
= The driver turns 20 yaars old
® Ther driver earns a full G licenss,
in addition, (G2 drivers must maintain a 2ero blood alcahol
lewel while driving and never camy more passengers than the
number of working seat balls in the wehicle,

dfivers = Full licensa
= Must pass G2

Wow! Over 4 inches of rain in one hour

On August 19, 2005, 103mm (4 inches) of rain fall in a one-hour parod in Toronto and parts of
Southern Ontario, The $100 million storm caused massive flooding and damage to 5,200 homes and
700 sutomobides, A section of Finch Avenue, a four-lane road in North York was completely washed out
{seq photos, left) and will cost an estimated $5 milkon to repair. While storms of this magnitude an rare,
you can be sure they will occur again al some point in the future,
if you live in an area prone o Nooding, be prepared,
1. Clear leaves and other debris from eaves trowghs, downspouts and catch basins to slow proper drainaga.
2. In axtreme downpours, even clear eaves froughs can overflow. Make sure the grading around your
homé drains away from all exteror walls, window wells and other openings.
3. Keap drinking water, canned food, flashiights, spare batteries, a first aid ki, and a transistor radio in your horm
If you are caught in a storm whike driving, watch out for flooded roadways, ospacially low spots like
underpasses. If you encounter a flooded underpass, do not attempt to drive through it - take an altemative

Severs weather can strike at anytime. A little preparation now will serve you well in an emergancy.




When Do | Insure My New Home?

Are you planning to build your dream home soon or thinking sbout adding an addition
o your present home?

For your protection, you must advise us about your plans before you start CONSOrUCTInnm,

You will be required ro insure for the full replacement value of the projece. This may rake the form
ol an endorsement or “course of constpuction” exXoension o your Curfehl t!-:ﬂi\'.'}', € Amiay l'l.'t|ui|'|:' an et
new policy.

If you are going to act as your own general contractor, you may be charged a higher premium for
the increased exposure. You will also be asked o obtain proof of insurance from any subcontractons
performing work for you. Some insurers may request 3 higher deductible during the construction p

These can be exciting and hectic times, If you have any questions, please call us. We'ne here ok

Do you tow a trailer?

i Oirano, there ame 12 different license classes. Each one
qualifies you to drive a differant type of vehicle, The ciass of
license you have must match the bype of vehicle you are driving

A “(3" class licensa s the most common in Ontanc and
gliows you 1o drive any car, van o small truck or combination
of vehicle and towed vehichs up 1o 11,000kg, provided he
vehicle being towed is not over 4,B00kg.

For people who tow large camper trallers, travel trailers
or Sth Whaeel trailers, it is possible to exceed the weight
restrictions of a G license. | your trailer exceeds 4,600 kg
or if the total wekght of your tow vehicle and trailer exceeds
11,000 kg, you will b in violation of the G class ruées and in
affect, will be driving without a licenss,

Without a valid license, your insurance may be null and
void in the event of an accident or claim.

H your tow vehicle and traller combination axceads ths waight
lemit, you should obtain a A class boanss.

New rules when approaching
a stopped emergency vehicle

If youu aee BN emargency wishiche (police car, ambulance,
or fire vehicle) stopped with its ned lights flashing on your
side of the road or highway, you must slow down and pass
with cautian

If the road has bwo or mons lanes, you now must move
over into another lane, il it can be done safely.

Failing to do so can result in fines up to 32,000 plus 3 demant
points for tha first offence. Subsequent offences within 5 years,
can result bn fines up to 54,000, up to B months jail tima, and
a possible 2 year suspensson of your driver's licensa.

As abways, if you see or hear an emergency voicls
approaching from either déraction, with lights flashing or
siren on, you must clear the way by pulling to the right,
and if possibls, stop to lat it pass

Making Ontario’s Roads Safer for Children

Now Child Boostor Seat Legisiation
Yious weoidd navaee think of drapgdng a child from a third stony
window, but in a 50 km/he car orash, an unnestrainesd child
would suffer similar munss
According to the Canadian Hoapltals Injury Reporting and
Preventlon Program, motos vehicle collisions ara the eading
causa of death and injury amang children and youth
Recently, the Ontaro govemnmment passed legslaton
rhaking our rosds and highways even safer tor children
Siuches have shown that children using seat belis inslead
of booster saats are 3.5 times more likely to suffer sigrsicant
injury, and 4 times mone lkely to suffer head njury
Now it's the Law!
All children under the age of eight and welghing
between 18 and 38 kg [40-80Ibs) must use booster seats.
A child can start using a sealbelt alona, once any one of
the following criena s met:
& The child tems B yaars old,
= The child waighs 36 kg (80 Ibaj; or,
= Tha child is 145 em (4 feat 9 inches) tall.

This kaw appdies o all drivers, not jesl parents and legal
guardians, Babysdters, grandparenis, aunis, unches of anyons
travedling with young children are required o follow the law
on the use of car seats. The penalty for failing to comply is
a %90 fine plus a $20 victim surcharge and 2 demerit points,




Change! So Can Your Liability.

B the nice weather approaches our thoughts tum to getting buck outdoars.

ithis is the year you invest in a family swimming pool
Y0 are conssdering wch an investment o have alresdy sdded one, please let us know
wawimming pool often increases the valuse of your home, but it also charges your insurance
hrespect to the Lability portion of your homeowner's palicy.
imming pool can be fun for the enrire family as well as friends and gucsts, bu they
Mngerous, Some insurance companies charge o nominal fiee o protect ¥OU agaimst any
aits thar may arise from the use - or misuse — of your pool

Biether you add o swimming poal, a trampoline or anything else thar could increass the
ury, make sure we sdjust your liabality covernge sccordingly. Don't be left exposed
o0 are mod sure, call us coday

Be Aware of Tow Truck Scams!

Most tow truck operators provide a fair and valuable senvice Il @ tow truck operator promises you a frée courtasy car,
1o those in need, However, some cperators have made side deals  additional bodywork at no cost, or offers 1o piry your deductible,
with repair shops or storage facilities that pay them a commission you are likely being scammed. To avold being a victim, Do Not
tor bringing in your vehicle. Not only Is this practice unethical, i Sign a Waiver allowing your vehicle to ba towed from the
can result in poor quality repairs or hefty storage, administrative  Collision Reporting Cantre. A reputable towing company will

and emironmental charges if you decide to change shops. never ask you 1o sign a wakver
If your vehicle is not drivable after being involved in an if you are involved in an accident, call us as soon as possibla.
accident, have the tow truck operator take it to a Collision We'll answer all your questions

Reporting Centre (CRC), if one is available in YOLIr area

The centre will pay the towing bill on your behalf and provide
24 hours FREE storage. Your insurance company will then
authorize a damage appraisal and arange to have your
vehacla towed fo a repair fFacility of yvour choice
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